Dovecliff Hall

In the 1790’s Thomas Thornewill, the owner of a forge converted from a Stretton corn mill, built himself a house beside the River Dove at Dovecliff in the North of the Township.

The grounds in the late 1840’s covered 39 acres.

Thornewill was succeeded by his son Edward in 1843 who went on to die in 1866. His widow Mary continued to live at Dovecliff until her death in 1880.

In 1881 their son Edward John sold the estate to William Joseph Smith of Alvaston, Derby who also bought the families iron works at Stretton. Smith died in1891 and later in 1897 his widow Frances sold Dovecliff House with 55 acres to Hugh Spencer Charrington, a Burton brewer, already a tenant. Charrington died in 1921 and the house remained unoccupied in 1928.
Dovecliff became a hotel in 1932 but was a private house in 1936. It was opened as a hotel in 1987.

Built in red brick with stone dressing on a square 5 bayed plan, the two storied house has a hipped roof, sash windows, and external doorways with ionic columnettes. The north projecting porch was added when the house was re-ordered internally in the 1890’s or early 1900’s.
1841 Census

	Thomas Thornewill
	80 years old
	Iron Master

	Mary Thornewill
	50 years old
	

	Jane Thornewill
	45 years old
	

	George Barker
	50 years old
	India Company Servant

	Eliza Barker
	35 years old
	

	Hannah Woodhouse
	50 years old
	Female Servant

	James Boulsteidge
	45 years old
	Male Servant

	William Haynes
	30 years old
	Male Servant

	Hannah Haynes
	30 years old
	Female Servant

	Hannah Towlson
	25 years old
	Female Servant

	Fanny Harrison
	20 years old
	Female Servant

	Ann Dicken
	45 years old
	Female Servant

	Fanny Dicken
	12 years old
	Female Servant

	Jane Dicken
	9 years old
	Female Servant


1851 Census
	Edward Thornewill
	50 years old
	Owner of Iron Works employing 25 men and 3 boys

	Mary Thornewill
	49 years old
	Wife

	Elizabeth Mary Thornewill
	19 years old
	Daughter

	Fanny Susan Thornewill
	18 years old
	Daughter

	Caroline Louisa Thornewill
	13 years old
	Daughter (Scholar) at home

	Harriet Georgina Thornewill
	9 years old
	Daughter (Scholar) at home

	Octavia Jane Thornewill
	8 years old
	Daughter (Scholar) at home

	Annabella Emila Thornewill
	6 years old
	Daughter (Scholar) at home

	Jane Thornewill
	4 years old
	Daughter (Scholar) at home

	Elizabeth Mary Stueart
	29 years old
	Governess

	Isaac Moss
	24 years old
	Butler

	William Wilson
	18 years old
	Footman

	Isabella Grey
	24 years old
	House Keeper

	Mary Dean
	27 years old
	Ladies Maid

	Francis Eyre
	23 years old
	House Maid

	Eliza Noon
	20 years old
	Kitchen Maid

	Sarah Richards
	16 years old
	Kitchen Maid


1861 Census
	Edward Thornewill
	60 years old
	Iron Master employing 20 men and 13 boys

	Mary Thornewill
	59 years old
	Wife

	Elizabeth Mary Thornewill
	29 years old
	Daughter

	Harriet Georgina Thornewill
	19 years old
	Daughter

	Octavia Jane Thornewill
	18 years old
	Daughter

	Annabella Emila Thornewill
	16 years old
	Daughter (Scholar)

	Jane Thornewill
	14 years old
	Daughter (Scholar)

	Ellen Williams
	31 years old
	Governess

	John Preston
	28 years old
	Butler

	Anne Mandley
	30 years old
	House Keeper

	Eliza Mier
	28 years old
	Ladies Maid

	Margaret Peeps
	23 years old
	House Maid

	Maria Astley
	22 years old
	House Maid

	Ann Stracton
	20 years old
	Kitchen Maid


1871 Census

	Mary Thornewill
	69 years old
	Landowner

	Octavia Jane Thornewill
	28 years old
	Daughter

	Annabella Emila Thornewill
	26 years old
	Daughter

	Jane Thornewill
	24 years old
	Daughter

	Edward Jones
	29 years old
	Butler

	Susan Boden
	33 years old
	House Keeper

	Emily Yeomans
	25 years old
	Ladies Maid

	Elizabeth A Green
	25 years old
	Ladies Maid

	Mary Ann Guildford
	19 years old
	Kitchen Maid

	Martha Ray
	31 years old
	House Maid

	Frank Goode
	19 years old
	Footman


1881 Census

	William Joseph Smith
	62 years old
	Magistrate and Alderman

Ironmaster, 26 men, farmer (85 acres) 2 men

	Frances A Smith
	41 years old
	Wife

	Mary C Smith
	18 years old
	Daughter

	Robert S Smith
	17 years old
	Son

	Frances E Smith
	11 years old
	Scholar

	Alice S Smith
	10 years old
	Scholar

	Annie Cooper
	32 years old
	Governess

	Evelina Hunt
	37 years old
	Cook and House Keeper

	Ruth Fryer
	35 years old
	Upper House Maid

	Jane White
	19 years old
	Under House Maid

	Elizabeth Murden
	19 years old
	Kitchen Maid

	Emily P Hoult
	32 years old
	Serving Maid

	Frederick Shepard
	16 years old
	Stable boy


1891 Census

	Hugh S Charrington
	31 years old
	Brewer

	Elinor M Charrington
	25 years old
	Wife

	Hugh E Charrington
	3 years old
	Son

	Audrey E Charrington
	1 years old
	Daughter

	Edward S Charrington
	15 years old
	Nephew (Sholar)

	George A Watson
	46 years old
	Brother in Law

Barrister Solicitor

	Phillipa Watson
	45 years old
	Sister

	Mary V Watson
	18 years old
	Niece

	Eliza J Rushton
	32 years old
	Parlour Maid

	Mary A James
	31 years old
	Nurse

	Hetty Christophers
	20 years old
	House Maid

	Charlotte E Mablethorpe
	21 years old
	Kitchen Maid

	Gertrude Dolman
	19 years old
	Cook

	Frances Watson
	23 years old
	House Maid

	Sarah A Quimby
	17 years old
	Nurse

	Harry Dawson
	21 years old
	Groom


1901 Census

	Hugh S Charrington
	41 years old
	Brewer – Major in the Yeomandry

	Elinor M Charrington
	35 years old
	Wife

	Audrey Charrington
	11 years old
	Daughter

	Gwendoline Charrington
	8 years old
	Daughter

	Annie J Bunting
	26 years old
	Governess

	Annie Martin
	38 years old
	Cook

	Annie Hodgson
	21 years old
	Kitchen Maid

	Esther Mycock
	21 years old
	Kitchen Maid

	Laura E Dunnett
	27 years old
	House Maid

	Francis Knight
	25 years old
	House Maid

	Florence M Moodey
	25 years old
	Ladies Maid

	Lotty S Pegg
	22 years old
	Children’s Maid

	William D Armer
	28 years old
	Butler

	Thomas Scott
	19 years old
	Footman

	Ernest A Wheeldon
	15 years old
	House Boy

	William Wattam
	31 years old
	Groom

	Thomas Wardle
	14 years old
	Stable Boy


